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instruments such as Conch, Drum and Mridanga. Showering
flowers and uttering Mantras that were dedicated to him the patriar-
chs headed by Brahma, Rudra, Angiras and others began to chant
his glories; and being looked upon by Shree, the celestials and
other creatures along with patriarchs were gifted with good character
- and other accomplishments and being disregarded by Lakshmi
the avaricious Daitya and Danavas were divested of their energy
and sprightliness.

DURGA

^q-sg- ^n:uf i^f ^rf^rf ^f^f ^ \

?rt g^T gwt ^ff ^T^TCl^rrfNIw \
wrPr wvft^ ^rowarR^T 11

De vuypan ishad.

srf^Tfe ^iqr^t ^^rq^^Rf'T \
^mr3nf?T ^rf^ ^q-wf^ ^ TO ^ftr i
^rRr ^g'^T^frfe 'l^pErr ^^^rf^r ^r 11
^^'T ^rp^'^n" ^OTT TTT^"^ ^rif^^r ^r i
m^T ^Rprnt^rpft ^rr^^rf^^Rr ^r (i

Bhagavafham u

Durga, the Supreme Goddess, born of the womb of Yasoda,
and fond of the boons bestowed on her by Narayana, sprung
from the race of the cowherd Nanda, and the giver of prosperity,
the enhancer (of the glory) of (a worshipper's) family, the terrifier
of Kamsa, and the destroyer of Asuras.

Durga is represented in art as a woman of gentle countenance
with ten arms in each of which she holds a weapon. With one
foot she presses on the body of Mahisha and the other rests on her
Vahana,the lion, which is depicted as lacerating the body of Mahisha.
She wears a crown on her head and her clothes are magnificently
jewelled.

The most formidable aspect of the consort of Shiva is Kali,
who, it is said, destroyed Kal, Time itself. Kali is widely worship-
ped in India as the goddess of terror and the people of the lower
classes are particularly devoted to her. Most of the dances, dark

